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Foreign Minister Kubis Speaks at CSIS

riends of Slovakia and the Slovak Embassy in
Fcooperation with the Center for Strategic and
International Studies sponsored a Statesmen’s
Forum at CSIS with Foreign Minister Jan Kubis
September 25. During his first official visit to
Washington since taking office, Foreign Minister
Kubis discussed Slovakia’s role in strengthening
the transatlantic partnership.

Foreign Minister Kubis stated that Slovakia is a
reliable member of NATO and the EU and con-
tributes to security and stability in neighboring
regions, including Ukraine and Moldova. He
said that there are no major political disagree-
ments in Slovakia regarding Slovakia’s foreign
policy orientation. He emphasized that Slovakia
will maintain strong ties with the EU, NATO and
the United States. On Iraq, Mr. Kubis main-
tained that Slovakia will restructure its involve-
ment in Iraq rather than end it, will optimize its

forces in Afghanistan
and wishes to see
NATO extend to the
Western Balkans.

He emphasized that
Slovakia is ready for
dialogue with
Hungary and that
there will be zero
tolerance for ethnic

. Foreign Minister Kubis
bigotry.

at CSIS

The Foreign Minister’s presentation was made to
an overflow group of “Slovakia watchers” from
think tanks, the private sector, U.S. government
agencies and Friends of Slovakia. A summary of
his remarks and of the question and answer ses-
sion are available on the www.csis.org/ and
www.friendsofslovakia.org websites.

Dinner-Cruise with

Foreign Minister Kubis

he Slovak Embassy, Friends of Slovakia (FOS)
Tand U.S. Steel Corporation hosted a “get
acquainted” dinner-cruise on the Potomac River on
Sunday, September 24 for Foreign Minister Jan
Kubis. The cruise was held on the J&J, a yacht that
is the sister ship to the Sequoia, the former presi-
dential yacht. Mr. Rob Hartwell, a member of FOS,
kindly loaned the J&J gratis to Friends of Slovakia
for the occasion. FOS board members Amb.
Rastislav Kacer, Amb. Ted Russell, Bill Tucker,
Julie Slavik, Joe Senko, Scott Salmon and Sharon
Fisher and FOS Advisory Board members Juraj
Slavik and Gail Naughton joined the cruise to dis-
cuss FOS activities with the Foreign Minister.

The Foreign Minister was accompanied to
Washington, DC by Peter Kmec, Chief of Foreign
Minister’s Cabinet. Peter Kmec was formerly Deputy
Chief of Mission at the Slovak Embassy here.

FOS presented Foreign Minister Kubis with
copies of FOS newsletters; a list of FOS sponsored

Amb. Ted Russell, FM Kubis and Bill Tucker
on Potomac River cruise

activities, material on the FOS Wall of Honor and
programs from the 2002 and 2005 FOS Gala
Dinners in Bratislava. Mr. Kubis indicated the
new administration's support for the activities of
Friends of Slovakia, including plans for a third
Gala Dinner in Bratislava in the fall of 2007.
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FOS Awards Medal In Western Pennsylvania

t was a glittering summer evening

Sunday, July 23 as more than 150
guests gathered in the elegant Grand
Ballroom of the historic Omni William
Penn Hotel in downtown Pittsburgh to
enjoy the 3rd Consular Testimonial
Awards Dinner hosted by the Western
Pennsylvania Slovak Cultural Association
(WPSCA). As at its previous dinners, the
WPSCA recognized five individuals from
various walks of life for their distin-
guished leadership and service. Each of
this year’s honorees has through his or
her efforts enriched the civic, cultural and
fraternal life of the Slovak community of
western Pennsylvania. William Tucker,
FOS vice chairman, presented each of this
year’s honorees with the FOS Medal of
Honor as recognition for their services to
the Slovak community.

This year’s honorees included Thomas
M. Hricik who was presented the
Lifetime Achievement Award. Tom has
served for the past 12 years as national
president of the First Catholic Slovak
Union. He has been active in Slovak life
for more than half a century. He serves
on the national boards of the Slovak
Catholic Federation and the Slovak
League of America. He was recently
inducted into the Equestrian Order of

the Holy Sepulchre, one of the most
prestigious orders of the Roman
Catholic Church.

Joseph Bielecki received the Business
Award. Mr. Bielecki, an attorney and
national treasurer of the Slovak
Gymnastic Union Sokol, has served as
chairman of the Czecho-Slovak
Nationality Room at the University of
Pittsburgh’s Cathedral of Learning for
the past 14 years. He currently serves as
WPSCA president.

Maxine Bruhns, who received the
Education Award, is director of the
Nationality Rooms at the University of
Pittsburgh. She has been instrumental
in helping Slovaks and Slovak-
Americans pursue their educational
skills and has directed educational
exchange programs for Slovak students
who have been able to continue their
studies in Pittsburgh.

Andrew Masich, a Slovak-American,
was given the Culture Award. He is
president and CEO of the Heinz History
Center. Under his leadership, the muse-
um has grown to become the largest
ethnic museum in Pennsylvania.

Rick Sebak was chosen as the Media
Award recipient. Rick is a producer,

WPSCA medal winners (I-r) Andrew
Masich, Rick Sebak, Maxine Bruhns,
Joseph Bielecki, Thomas Hricik

writer and narrator for public television
station WQED. He is known for his 17
video documentaries depicting the his-
tory of Pennsylvania. His most recent
work, “What Makes Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh?” includes a segment of
WPSCA’s recent “Fasiangy Cooking
Demonstration.” Rick, who is of Slovak
ancestry, has produced several pro-
grams dealing with Slovak themes.

Funds Raised for
FOS Scholarships

Friends of Slovakia
Thanks Peter Muzila for

mbassador Rastislav Kacer hosted a fundraising dinner for

he Friends of Slovakia Slovak Scholarship Fund at his resi-
dence on August 3. $1,250 was raised for the FOS Scholarship
Fund from the 25 people in attendance.

Anna Stancakova and Eva Majernickova, the 2006 FOS Slovak
Scholars, attended the dinner as guests of Friends of Slovakia.
The two students informed the dinner guests about their experi-
ences and impressions of the Fund for American Studies
Institutes at Georgetown University where they were summer
students. The students praised both the academic standards of
the institute and the internship opportunities which provided
them with practical work experience in the United States.

FOS expects to continue supporting Slovak scholars who qualify
for the Fund for American Studies program in future years.

Assistance with Website

he Friends of Slovakia (FOS) Board of Directors is
Textremely grateful to Peter Muzila for all that he does in
keeping the organization’s website up to date. In addition
to designing the site and covering annual hosting expenses,
Peter has spent countless hours making changes to the site
whenever requested. He has always been prompt and
courteous in responding to the board’s proposals for
changes to the site. Any newsletter readers who have yet to
visit the FOS website should be sure to check out Peter’s
work at: www.friendsofslovakia.org. Peter and his wife,
Alyson, are valued members of FOS. ¢
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The Year in Review: Slovakia in 2006

by Sharon Fisher

arliamentary elections held on June
P17 brought a radical shift in
Slovakia’s political leadership. The elec-
tions put an end to Mikulas Dzurinda’s
nearly eight years in the post of prime
minister, and his center-right govern-
ment was replaced by a coalition of left-
leaning and populist/nationalist forces
under the leadership of Robert Fico.
Many analysts saw the ruling coalition
as a worst-case scenario. However, the
economy continued to perform well
based on the pro-business policies
enacted during the previous term which
have thus far largely been left in place.

The June elections were held three
months ahead of their originally-sched-
uled date, having been moved forward
after the departure of the Christian
Democratic Movement (KDH) from the
pre-election ruling coalition in
February, based on a dispute over
Slovakia’s Vatican treaty. The surging
economy was insufficient to bring an
electoral victory for Dzurinda’s party,
the Slovak Democratic and Christian
Union (SDKU). Instead, Fico’s party,
Smer, was the clear election winner,
having secured 29.2% of the vote and 50
seats in the 150-member parliament.
Still, the SDKU finished a respectable
second, with a stronger-than-expected
18.3% of the vote and 31 seats. Next in
line were the Party of the Hungarian
Coalition (SMK) and the Slovak
National Party (SNS), both of which

won just under 12.0% of the vote and 20
seats. The only other parties to surpass
the 5% threshold required for entry to
the parliament were the Movement for a
Democratic Slovakia (HZDS), with 8.8%
and 15 seats, and the KDH, with 8.3%
and 14 seats. While the SMK and KDH
are internationally-respected parties
that took part in the 1998-2006 govern-
ments, the HZDS and SNS are national-
ist/populist parties that were responsi-
ble for Slovakia’s economic cronyism
and international isolation of 1992-98.

Based on the electoral results, most
analysts initially expected that Smer
would create a government with the
KDH and SMK. Another option would
have put Smer and SNS in opposition,
with the SDKU, SMK, and KDH form-
ing a joint government with the HZDS.
Nonetheless, both of those scenarios
were complicated by the KDH’s posi-
tion. While the KDH was split inter-
nally over whether to join a Smer-led
government, the party opposed coop-
eration with the HZDS as long as for-
mer Prime Minister Vladimir Meciar
remained its leader. As the KDH con-
tinued to argue over whether to join a
Smer-led cabinet, Fico surprised
observers by announcing on June 28
that his party would form a govern-
ment with the SNS and HZDS. The
new cabinet was appointed by
President Ivan Gasparovic on July 4,
with Fico serving as prime minister.

The new government’s policy manifesto
was approved by the parliament on
August 4. Although the manifesto was
very vague in its approach toward eco-
nomic policy, it did propose populist
shifts in taxation policy. Still, the Fico
cabinet promised continuity in regard to
Slovakia’s euro adoption, maintaining
the January 2009 target date that was
set by its predecessor. Although Fico
had initially suggested a possible delay,
he gave in after the National Bank of
Slovakia was forced to spend several bil-
lion dollars worth of reserves during
June-July in an effort to prop up the
domestic currency on international
financial markets. By August, the
koruna resumed its strengthening trend,
reaching all-time record highs against
the euro in subsequent months. GDP
growth also accelerated in 2006, reach-
ing a record high of 9.8% year-on-year
in the third quarter, thanks to surging
automotive sales. At the same time, the
country’s labor situation also experi-
enced improvement, as employment
rose sharply and jobless rates fell to
their lowest levels in years.

On a somber note, in January Slovakia
experienced the greatest human tragedy
in its history as an independent state,
when a military jet crashed on the
Hungarian border, killing 42 people.
The plane was filled with Slovak soldiers
who were returning home after serving
in Kosovo. ¢

Former Slovak Ambassador Lichardus Visits U.S.

ranislav Lichardus, the first

Slovak Ambassador to the U.S.
and currently a member of the
Friends of Slovakia Board of
Advisors, returned to the U.S. in
October to lecture and participate in
a number of conferences. His trip
was sponsored by the College of
Management/City University
Programs, City University (Bellevue,
WA) and by the Slovak Honorary

Consuls in Denver and Minneapolis.

First, he attended a conference on the
expanding programs of City
University in Bellevue. Ambassador
Lichardus heads the College of
Management of City University in
Bratislava. The ambassador subse-
quently gave a lecture entitled “Case
of Slovakia 2006” at the Denver
Chamber of Commerce and gave the

same lecture to a group of Slovak-
Americans in Minneapolis and at a
“GO 4 SLOVAKIA” fundraising event.
Ambassador Lichardus concluded his
US visit by attending the Conference
on Global Warming. ¢






